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1. Situation. To publish policy and procedures for the design, acquisition,
display and use of Marine Corps Flags, Guidons, Streamers, and other related

material.

2. Cancellation. MCO P10520.3B and reference (a).

3. Mission. This order cortains information and instructions relating to
the appropriate use and display of flags, guidons and streamers by Marine
Corps organizations and personnel.

4. Execution

a. Commander'’s Intent and Concept of Operations

(1) Commander’s Intent. Commanders shall ensure that this Manual is
made available, understood, and used by all personnel responsible for the
requisitioning, collection, storage, and disposition of Marine Corps Colors.

(2) Concept of Operations. This revision is to update the Marine
Corps Flag Manual. There is a continuing requirement to improve and
standardize the procedures used by Commanders and Sergeants Major to execute
the responsibilities relative to the display and carrying of Marine Corps
Colors and Guidons.

b. Subordinate Element Missions. Assistant Deputy Commandant for
Installations and Logistics, Logistics Plans, Policies and Strategic Mobility
Division (ADC I&L, (LP)), will be the main effort in the execution of the
procedures identified within this order.

DISTRIBUTION STATEMENT A: Approved for public release; distribution is
unlimited.
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5. Administration and Logistics

a. Recommendations concerning the contents of this Order are invited and
should be submitted to the Deputy Commandant for Installations and Logistics
(I&L) via the appropriate chain of command,

b. Records created as a result of this Order shall be managed according
to National Archives and Records Administration approved dispositione per
reference (b) to ensure proper maintenance, use, accessibility and
preservation, regardless of format or medium.

6. Command and Signal

a. Command. This Order is applicable to the Marine Corps Total Force.

b. Signal. This Order is effective the date signed.

WM. o —

W. M. FAULKNER
Deputy Commandant for _
Installations and Logistics

DISTRIBUTION: PCN 10211230000
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Chapter 1

The National Flag

1. History

a. Before we became a nation, our land knew many flags. Long ago, the
Norsemen probed our coastal waters sailing under the banner of the black raven.
Columbus carried a Spanish flag across the seas. The Pilgrims carried the flag
of Great Britain. The Dutch colonists brought their striped flag to New
Amsterdam. The French explored the continent under the royal fleur-de-lis.
Each native Indian tribe had its own totem and insignia. Immigrants of every
race and nationality, in seeking a new allegiance, have brought their symbols
of loyalty to our shores.

b. During our Revolution, various banners were used by the not yet united
colonies. A green pine tree with the motto, “An Appeal To Heaven,” was
popular with our young Navy. Theé rattlesnake’s warning, “Don‘t Tread On Mg,” was
displayed by aroused colonists along the Atlantic seaboard. The Moultrie “Libeérty”
flag, a large blue barnexr with a white crescent in the upper corner, rallied
the defenders of Charleston; South Carolina, in 1776. The Bunker Hill flag was a
blue banner with a white canton filled with a red cross and a small green pine.
The flag of the maritime coleny of Rhode Island bore a blue anchor under the
word “Hope.” Strikingly similar to the stars and stripes was the flag carried
by the Green Mountain Boys of Vermont at the Battle of Bennington on
16 RBugust 1777.

" o, The first flag of the colonies to have any resemblance to the present
Stars and Stripes was the “Grand Union Flag,” sometimes referred to as the
“Congress Colors.” When George Washington took command of the Continental Army
at Cambridge, Massachusetts, in 1776, he stood under the “Grand Union Flag”
which continued to show a dependence upon Great Britain. The flag consisted of
thirteen stripes, alternately red and white, representing: the Thirteen
Colonies, with a blue field in the upper left hand corner bearing the crosses
of St. George (England) and S$t. Andrew (Scotland), signifying union with the
mother country.

d. The first Stars and Stripes were created by the Continental Congress on
14 June 1777. This date is now observed natiocnally as “Flag Day.”

e. In this flag the thirteen stars, representing a constellation, were

arranged in a variety of designs. (Congress did not specify the arrangement
of the thirteen stars on the blue union, except to say that they ghould
represent a new constellation). The most popular with the stars in a circle

so that no state could claim precedence over another is known as the Betsy
Ross flag, in honor of the seamstress who is supposed to have sewn the first
one.

f. The first Navy Stars and Stripes had the stars arranged in staggered
formation in alternate lines and rows of threes and twos on a blue field. A
close inspection of this arrangement of the stars shows a distinct outline of
the diagonal X-shaped cross and the cross of St. George of the English flag.
This indicates how difficult it was for the colonists, even at this late date,
to break away entirely from the British flag under which they had been born and
had lived all the years of their lives.
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g. As the American frontier expanded, two new States were added to tHe
Union, and these were incorporated into the flag. This meant that two stars
and two stripes were added to the design wmaking a total of fifteen each. It
was this flag that withstood enemy bombardment at Fort McHenry, Maryland,

13-14 September 1814, and inspired Francis Scott Key to write the “Star Spangled
Banner."”

h. Realizing that the flag would become unwieldy with a stripe for each
new state, Captain Samuel C. Reid, United States Navy (USN), suggested to
Congress that the stripes remain thirteen in number to represent the Thirteen
Colonies, and that a star be added to the blue field for each new state coming
into the Union. A law of April 4, 1818, that resulted requires that a star
be added for each new state on the 4th of July after its admission.

i. Since 1818, each new state has brought a new star for the flag. A 48-
star flag came along with admission of Arizona and New Mexico in 1912. Alaska
added a 49th star in 1959, and Hawaili paved the way for 50 stars in 1960. This
drowing pattern of stars could be said to reflect the growing dimensions of
America’'s responsibilities, as the thirteen stripes reflect the constant
strength of our country’s traditiors.

2. Use and Display

a. The national flag represents the living country and is considered as a
living thing, theé union being the honor point, The xight arm ig the sword arm
and therefore the point of danger; hence, the right is the place of honor.

The edge of the flag which is toward the staff is the heraldic dexter or right
edge (See Figure 1-1). The union of the flag, and the flag itself when in
company with other flags, is always given the honor point, i.e., the marching
right, the flag's own right, or an observer‘s left.

b. It is the universal custom to display the flag from sunrise to sunset;
however, when a patriotic effect is desired for special occasions, the flag may
be displayed twenty-four hours a day if properly illuminated during the hours of
darkness per reference (c).

¢. In general, the national flag should be displayed flat. It should not
be festooned over doorways or arches, tied in a bowknot, or fashioned into a
rogette. When used or a rostrum, it sHould be dieplayed above and behind the
speakexr's desk. It should never be used to cover the speaker's desk or draped
over the front of the platform, For this latter purpose, as well as for
decoration in general, bunting of the national colors should be used, and since
the union of the flag always goes to the honor point, the colors should be
arranged with the blue above, the white in the middle; and the red below.

d. When the national flag is displayed from a staff in a public¢ auditorium
or chapel, whether on the same floor level or on a platform, it should be in
advance of the audience and in the position of honor at the speaker's or
chaplain’s right as he faces the audience or congregation. Any other flags
should be placed to the speaker's or chaplain's left or to the right of the
audience.

e. When flags of two or more nationsg are displayed, they are to be flown
from separate staffs of the same height. When the President directs that the
flag be flown at half-staff at military facilities and naval vessels and stations
abroad, it will be so flown whether or not the flag of another nation is
flown full-staff alongside the flag of the United States of America.
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f£. The national flag, if required, will be displayed, on the right (the
flag's own right) of all others. The national flags of other nations shall be
displayed, right to left, in the alphabetical order of the names of the
nations in the English language. The flags should be of approximately equal
gize. Situations periodically occur wherein the national flag is shown in a host
country and must therefore be flown in accordance with agreements made with the
host country. In such situations the mnational flag could be flown or
displayed in a subordinateé position to the host country flag. Where an
agreement does not specifically designate the flag to be flown in the
position of honor, commen senge dictates handling of the situation in a way
that will preserve and enhance the prestige of the host country and its flag.

g. No lettering, figure or object of any kind will be placed on or
attached to the national flag.

h. ©No other flag or pennant should be placed above or, if on the same
level, to the right of the national flag except during church services
conducted by naval chaplains at sea, when the church pennant may be flown
above the flag during church services for the personnel of the Navy.
(Although the church pennant may not be flown above the national flag ashore,
it may be displayed separately.)

i. The national flag, when flown at a military post or when carried by
troops, will not be dipped by way of salute or compliment.

j. When the national flag is carried, as in a procession, with anothex
flag or with other f£lags, the place of the flag iz on the marching right,
i,e., the left of an observer whom the flag is approaching, or if there ig a line
of other flags, in front of the center of that line (See Figure 1-2),.

k. The national flag should be at the center and at the highest point of
the group when a number of flags of states or localities or pennants of
societies are grouped and displayed from staffs (See Figure 1-3).

1. wWhen the national flag and another flag are displayed together from
crossed staffs, as against a wall, the national flag will be on the right, i.e.,
the flag’s own right, or the left of an observer facing the wall, and its
staff will be in front of the staff of the other flag (See Figure 1-4).

m. When displayed over the middle of the street, the flag should be
suspended vertically with the union to the north in an east and west street,
or to the east on a north and south street, per reference (c).

n. When the flag ig suspended over a sidewalk from a rope, extending
from house to pele at the edge of the sidewalk, the flag should be hoisted out
from the building, toward the pole, union first from the building, per
reference {c).

o. When the flag is displayed from a staff projecting horizontally or
at any angle from the window =ill, balcony, or front of a building, the
union of the flag should go clear to peak of the staff (unless the flag is
to be displayed at half-mast) (See Figure 1-5}.
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p. When flags of states or cities, or special flags such as the
POW/MIA flag or the Commander-in-Chief’s Installation Excellence Award
Flag, are flown on the same halyard with the flag of the United States of
America, the latter should always be at the peak. When flown from adjacent
staffs the Stars and Stripes should be hoisted first and lowered last (See

Figure 1-6).

g. The display of the national flags of foreign nations at Marine
Corps posts during gun salutes will be governed by the appropriate
provisions of U.S. Navy Regulations.

Figure 1-1.--National flag flying over the U.S. Capitol.

Figure 1-2.--Carried with Other Flags or with a Line of Flags.
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Figure 1-4.--Crossed or Mounted with Other Flags.
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Figure 1-6.-~-Display with Pennants or State Flags.

3. National Standard

a. A National Standard or Color will be carried on all occasions of
ceremony in which two or more companies (or equivalent units) participate and
represent the organization for which the color is authorized. Units may
continue to display authorized rayon colors or standards until a replacement is
required.
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b. Not more than one National Standard or Color will be carried by a
regiment (or equivalent conmand) or any part thereof when assenbled as an
organization.

€. A national standard or Color may be cairied by an organization for
which the colors or standards are authorized or a component thereof, at drills,
on marches, or orn other services when prescribed by the commanding officer of
the organization.

d. Except when specifically authorized by the Commandant of the Marine
Corps, national colors or standaxrds will not be issued to temporary or
provisional units or orgamizations.

e, A national ¢olor or standard with cord and tassel, is authorized on the
bagsis of one per battle or organizational color.

f. The national Color or standard is authorized for use by the recruiting
service, in civil ceremonies, and on othér public occasions,

'g. The use of fringe on national colors or standards within the Marine
Corps is prohibited.

4. Placing of the National Flag in Mourning. Flags carried by troops will not be
half-staffed, nor will any such flag be placed in mourning unless ordered by
the Secretary of the Navy. When so ordered, two streamers of black crepe 7
feet long and abgut 12 incdhes wide will be attached to the staff below the
ornament of the national and organizational color and standard.

5. The National Flag at Burialg

a. The national flag i$ used to cover the casket at the military
funeral of any of the following named persons:

(1) Any member of the Armed Forces on active service.
{2) Member of the Marine Corps Reserve.

(3) Persons on the retired list of the Marine Corps and the Maririe
Corps Reserve.

(4) Members of recognized military organizations.

(5) Former members of the Military Servitce who Have been honorably
discharged.
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b. The manner of placing the national flag on the casket will be the
reverge of that prescribed for displaying it vertically against a wall. It
will be placed lengthwise of the casket with the union at the head and over
the left shoulder of the deceased. The flag will not be lowered into the
grave or be allowed to touch the ground, nor will it be committed to the deep
for a burial at sea honorably. The interment flag, furnished at government
expense, is given to the next of kin at the conclusion of the interment. When
so presented, the flag is folded in the prescribed manner and presented to the
next of kin in a dignified manner with a short statement such as, “This flag
is offered by a grateful nation in memory of the faithful service performed by
your (relationship).” (See Figure 1-7.)

Figure 1-7.--The National Ensign at Burials.
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Chaptexr 2

The Naticnal Ensign

1. 8ize and Display

a. The natipnal ensign will be displayed at all Marine Corps posts and
campg, in accordance with the appropriate provisions of U.S. Navy Regulations.

b. National ensigns are authorized in four sizes, See Appendix A for
descriptive information. ‘

(1) The post flag, will be displayed in pleasant weather, except as
provided in subparagraph (3) below. (Not authorized to Marine Corps Reserve.)
{2) The storm flag, will be displayed in inclement weathex.

(3} The garrison flag except during inclement weather and as noted
below, will be displayed on Sundays, and on the holidays and other national
occasions ligted below:

{a) New Year’s Day, 1 January.

(b} Inauguration Day, 20 January every fourth year.
(¢} Martin Luther King, Jr.'s, Birthday, third Monday in January.
(d) Abraham Lincoln’s, Birthday, 12 February.

(e) George Washingtofi’s Birthday, 22 February.

(f) Eastexr Sunday (variable). |

(g) Thomas Jefferson’s Birthday, 13 April.

(h) Loyalty Day and Law Day, USA, 1 May.

(i) Mother's Day,; secdnd Sunday in -May.

() Armed Forces Day, third Saturday in May.

(k) National Maritime Day, 22 May.

(1) Memorial Day, last Monday in May.

(m) Flag Day, 14 June.

(n) Father’s Day, third Sunday in June.

(o) Independénce Day, 4 July.

(p) National Aviation Day, 19 August.

(q) Labor Day, first Monday in Septetber.

{(r) Constitution Day and Citizenship Day, 17 September.
(s) Gold Star Mother's Day, last Sunday in September.
{t) Columbus Day, second Monday in October.

{u) Veterans Day, 11 Novémber.

(v) Thanksgiving Day, fourth Thursday in November.

{w) Christmas Day, 25 December.
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(x) Important occasions as designated by Presidential
proclamation.

(y) Celebration of a regional nature when directed by the
installation commander.

(4) The Color Guard Flag will be carried on all occasions of ceremony
in which two or more companies (or equivalent) participate and represent the
organization for which the color is authorized.

c. The garrison flag will not be displayed from a mast less than 65 feet
in height.

d. The ensign is hoisted at 0800 and lowered at sunset daily.

2. Full and Half-Masting

a. When the national ensign is displayed at half-mast, it is first hoisted to
the peak and then lowered to the half-mast position. Before lowering, the ensign
is again raised to the peak.

b, All military posts in sight of each other display the national ensign at
half-mast upon the occasion of one doing so. The same rule is observed toward all
vessels of war.

c. A flag in any position below the peak (the top of the mast or truck) is
technically in the half-mast position but, in general, the middle point of the
hoist of a flag at half-mast should, in the case of an unguided mast of one piece,
be halfway between the peak and the foot of the mast or, in the case of a mast
with a yard or guys, halfway between the peak and the yard or point of attachment
of the guys (See Figure 2-1). Local conditions, such as the liability of fouling
the flag may however, dictate other positions, a graceful one being with the top
of the flag the depth of the hoist below the peak.

d. On Memorial Day, display the ensign in accordance with the appropriate
provisions of U.S. Navy Regulations.

RS

Figure 2-1.--Display at Half Mast.
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3. Lowering and Folding

a. When the national ensign is lowered from the mast, no portion of it
will be allowed to touch the ground, either in lowering or in folding. The
ensign is detached from the halyards and folded into the shape of a cocked hat,
with the blue field and stars outward, according to the instructions (See
Figures 2-2 through 2-8).

b. Instructions. This custom of special folding is reserved for the
United States Flag.

(1) To properly fold the Flag, begin by holding it waist-high with
another person so that its surface is parallel to the ground.

Figure 2-2.--Folding of the National Ensign, Step 1.

(2) Fold the lower half of the stripe section lengthwise over the
field of stars, holding the bottom and top edges securely.

Figure 2-3.--Folding of the National Ensign, Step 2.

(3) Fold the flag again lengthwise with the blue field on the

outside.

Figure 2-4.--Folding of the National Ensign, Step 3.

(4) Make a triangular fold by bringing the striped corner of the
folded edge to meet the open (top) edge of the flag.

Figure 2-5.--Folding of the National Ensign, Step 4.
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(5) Turn the outer (end) point inward, parallel to the open edge, to
form a second triangle.

Figure 2-6.--Folding of the National Ensign, Step 5.

(6) The triangular folding is continued until the entire length of
the flag is folded in this manner.

Figure 2-7.--Folding of the National Ensign, Step 6.

(7) When the flag is completely folded, only a triangular blue field
of stars should be wvisible.

Figure 2-8.--Folding of the National Ensign, Step 7.
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Chaptexr 3

Marine Corps Colors; Standards, Flags, Guidons, Plates and Streamers

1. History

a. Very little information is available regarding the flags carried by
early American Marines, although indications are that the Grand Union flag
wag carried ashore by the battalion led by Captain Samuel Nicholas on New
Providence Island, 3 March 1776. It is quite possible that the Rattlesnake
flag was also carried on this expedition.

b. The standard carried by the Marines duxring the 1830s and 1840s
consisted of a white field with gold fringe, and bore an elaborate design of
an anchor and eagle in the center. Prior to the Mexican War, this flag bore
the legend “To the Shores of Tripoli” across the top. Shortly after the war,
the legend was revised to read: “From Tripoli to the Halls of the
Montezuma ,”

¢. During the Mexican-American and Civil Wars, Marines in the field
carried a flag similar to the national flag, comprised of red and white
stripes and a union. The union, howeveyr, contained an eagle perched on a
shield of the United States and a half-wreath beneath the shield, with 29
stars encircling the entire design.

d. Beginning in 1876, Marines carried the national colors (the Stars and
Stripes) with “U.8. Marine Corps” émbroidered in yellow on the middle red
stripe. ‘

e. At the time of the Vera Cruz landing in 1914, a more disgtinctive
standard was carried by Marines. The design consisted of a blue field with a
laurel wreath encircling the Marine Corps emblem in the center. A scarlet
ribbon above the emblem carried the words “U.8. Marine Corps,” while another
gearlet ribbon below the emblem carried the motto “Semper Fidelis.”

f. Orders were issued on 2 April 1921 which directed all natiomnal colors
be manufactured without the yellow fringe and without the words “U.S., Marine
Cotps” embroidered on the red gtripe. Thisg was followed by an order dated 14
March 1922, retiring from use #ll national colors still in use with yellow
fringe or wording on the flag. '

g. PFollowing World War I, the Army practice of attaching silver bands
carrying inscriptions enumerating specific decorations and battles was
adopted. This practice was discontinued on 23 January 1961.

h. Marine Corps Order No, 4 of 18 April 1925 designated gold and scarlet
as the official colors of the U.S. Marine Corps. These colors, however, were
not refiected in the official Marine Corps standard until 18 January 1939,
when a new design incorporating the new colors was approveéed. The design was
essentially that of today’s Marine Corps standard.
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1. For a brief time following World War I, the inscribing of battle
honors directly on the colors of a unit was in practice, but realization that
a multiplicity of honors and the limited space on the colors made the system
impractical, and the procedure was discontinued. On 29 July 1936, a Marine
Corps Board recommended that the Army system of attaching streamers to the
staff of the organizational colors be adopted. Such a system was finally
authorized by Marine Corps No. 157 dated 3 November 1939 and is currently in
practice.

2. Colors and Standards

a. Marine Corps colors or standards will be carried by the organization
to which issue is authorized on the same occasions as the national colors.

b. Except when specifically authorized by the Commandant of the Marine
Corps, Marine Corps colors or standards will not be issued to tefmporary or
provisional units or organizations.

¢, Bold and scarlet are the official colors of the Marire Corps. All
giidons, banners, athletic ribbons, pennants, and other articles ordinarily
designed to represent the Marine Corps, will use these colors. The gold will
conform as nearly as possible to that in the dress chevrons for enlisted
personnel.

d. The Marine Corps Organizational Flag shall be rayon banner or nylon,
56 inches on the fly by 52 inches on the hoist, exclusive of headings and
fringe. It shall be made of either gingle ply of rayon banner ¢loth ox
gsingle or double plies of lightweight nylon scarlet ¢loth. On the outer side
of each ply, will be appliduéd machine embroidered components of the Marine
Corps ingignia, consisting of spread eagle, globe, and fouled anchor, with
flowing motto ribbon containing in #%-inch letters, the words “Semper Fidelis”
in the beak of the eagle and a f£lowing scroll. The fringe shall be hand-
knotted, 2 1/2-inches wide, of golden-yellow color, and trimmed on three
sides of the standard. The 2-inch lette¥ing on the 3 1/4-inch flowing scroll
shall indicate the name of the organization, United States Marine Corps.
Except when streamers are authorized, each standard shall have attached below
the spearhead ¢f the staff a cord of scarlet and yellow threads approximately
3/8~inches in diameter and 8 feet 6 incheg in length, with a tassel at each
end.

€. lLogistics Policy and Capabilities Branch (LPC) approval is required
for regquest exceeding three organizational flags. Request must be locally
established and approved in writing by unit commander at the
battalion/squadron level, Request exceeding thé minimum amount must be
submitted in Memorandum format with the commander signature addressed to; The
Head of Logistics Policy and Capabilities Branch, from the reguesting
organization. Approval must be obtained prior to requisitioning.

£. There are two types of Flags or Organizational Standards. These

flags are contained in a joint service specification with Marine Corps flags
designated as Type II1I flags,

3-2 Enclosure (1)



MCO 10520.3
06 Nov 2013

(1) Type III, Class 1, Command Battle Standard and Organizational
Standard, USMC Type III, Class 1. The name of the organization is
embroidered on the scroll. This flag is only authorized for Commandant
Approved Command Slated billets (See Figure 3-1). The "Battle Standard" is
the distinguishing flag authorized for Headquarters Organizations, to include
units at the battalion/squadron level of the Operating Forces, Supporting
Establishment Commands, Marine Corps Reserve and the Marine Corps Junior
Reserve Officer Training Corps (USMCJROTC) which requires the organization
embroidered on the scroll. See Appendix A for descriptive information.

(a) The Type III Class 1 organizational flag is not authorized
for joint activities with Marines assigned, and miscellaneous Military
activities that perform ceremonial function requiring a U.S. Marine Corps
flag. '

(b) The command designation on the scroll is spelled out unless
the unit designation is too long for the 36 spaces contained on the scroll.
If the designation is too long, standard Marine Corps abbreviations with
numbers and letters will be used. The term “FMF" is no longer included on
the scroll of this flag.

(c) The National Museum of the Marine Corps (NMMC) may authorize
organizational flags with historic script to be requisitioned for display
purposes only. Once acquired, these flags must be marked as a reproduction,
and its life cycle will maintained in the same manner as an original.

Figure 3-1.--Marine Corps Battle Standard.
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(2) Type III, Class 2, Organizational Standard USMC. The words
United States Marine Corps are embroidered on the scroll (See Figure 3-2).

This flag is authorized for Supporting Establishment. See Appendix A for
descriptive information.

Figure 3-2.--Marine Corps Standard.

(3) Type III, Clags 3, Organizational Standard, USMCR. This flag has
been discontinued, per reference (a).

3. General Officers’ Distinguishing Flags

a. Distinguishing flags are authorized for display for general officers
of the Marine Corps.

b. Distinguishing flags fall into two categories as follows:

(1) Flag, Distinguishing, Personal: Rayon banner cloth with gold-
colored fringe. Nomenclature and sizes are provided for appropriate display

for General Officers as indicated in Appendix A. (See Figures 3-3 through 3-
7).

Figure 3-3,--Brigadier General. Figure 3-4.--Major General.
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Figure 3-5.--Lieutenant General. Figure 3-6.--General.

Flgure 3-7.--Commandant and Former Commandants.

(2) Flags, Distinguishing, Organizational, Nylon and wool bunting
without fringe. Three sizes are provided for appropriate display for General
Officers are indicated in Appendix A.

c¢. Flag, Distinguishing, Personal. These flags are provided for all
General Officers on active duty and retired General Officers who have served
on active duty as General Officers, for interior display and other personal
use. Issuance is authorized on the basis of one each appropriate flag per
General Officer.

d. Flag, Distinguishing, Organizational

(1) Issuance of one each of the two sizes of organizational
ceremonial distinguishing flags for all grades of General Officers is
authorized each activity commanded by a General Officer, all Marine Corps air
stations, and all Marine Corps district headquarters.

(2) Marine Corps Commands, other than those commanded by a General
Officer, having a requirement for any of the flags mentioned in paragraph
3b.(2), above, will obtain them on a loan basis from the nearest organization
commanded by a General Officer or Marine Corps Logistics Command (MCLC),
Albany, Georgia, whichever is more convenient.

(3) These flags are for appropriate outside display to designate the
presence of a General Officer or to identify the location of his
headquarters.

(4) When another Service General Officer’s visits a Marine Corps

installation, the Senior General Flag will be displayed regardless of
Service.
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{5) The distinguishing flag of a General Officer will be displayed at
headquarters of his or her command ashore in accdordance with the appropriate
provisions of U.S. Navy Regulations,

{6) The display of distinguishing flags for Genéral Officers in
boats, automobiles, and aircraft will be governed by the appropriate
provisions of U.S. Navy Regulations.

{7) The display of the distinguishing flag for a deceased General
Officer during funeral ceremonies will be governed by the appropriate
provisions of U.S. Navy Regulations.

({8) Distinguishing flags will be displayed for retired General
Officers on official occasions.

(9) Distinguishing flags need not be displayed for retired
individuals upon arrival on board a gtation unless the retired individudls
are in active duty status.

(10) The method of rolling or folding and securing the distinguishing
flag for the traditional “breaking” at parades and ceremotiies shall be
determined locally.

4. GUIDONS

a. The guidon symbolizes a rallying point for Marines and to mark the
location of the unit commander, the guidon is an identifying marker bearing
the Marine Corps emblem and the abbreviation of the unit to which it is
authorized. Companies, batteries, and permanent detachments with a Table of
Organization (T/0), approved mission statements authorized in the Total Force
Structure Management Systems (TFSMS) are .authorized guidons: Only units of
substantial aize, who are éxpegted to be organized for a minimum of 6 months,
must have written approval from the Major Subordinate Commander (MSCG). (See
Figure 3-8.)
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Figure 3-8.--Guidon.

b. An organization guidon will be carried on all occasions of ceremony
in which two or more platoons or equivalent units participate, and represent
the organization.

c. An organization guidon may be carried by an organization for which
the guidon is authorized, or component thereof, at drills, on marches, or on
other services when prescribed by the commanding officer of the organization.

d. Organization guidons will not be used as trophies or awards.
However, replicas may be purchased for this purpose, at the commander'’s
discretion.

e. The organization guidon shall be made of red polyester cloth upon
which ingignia, letters, and numbers, as required, of gold polyester cloth
shall be sewn on each side. This guidon shall measure 1.83 feet on the hoist
and 2.33 feet on the fly. A Marine Corps emblem consisting of eagle, globe,
and anchor made of gold polyester cloth, shall be placed in the center of
each side of the guidon. The emblem shall measure approximately 8 1/2 inches
from tip to tip of the eagle’s wings, globe 5 1/2 inches in diameter, and
anchor 11 inches overall. A maximum of 22 letters, numerals or spaces will
be used on the guidon and this must be consistent in size; 1 number/letter 6
inches; 2-3 letters/numbers 4 1/2 inches; 4 or more letters/numbers 1 3/4
inches. Numerals preceding letters will be 4 1/2 inches, (i.e., 4 LEB MD).
The “4” will be 4 1/2 inches, while “LEB” will be 1 3/4 inches. The “Det/MD
will be 1 3/4 inches. Guidons will always have the higher organizations
numbers/letters in lower left and the company identifier in the lower right
corners as indicated in Figure 3-7. There is only one type of organizational
guidon used by Marine Corps organizations:
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(1) The Type II is the only authorized guidons. The guidon shall
consist of the Marine Corps emblem on an arc having a radius of 60 inches,
for all Marine Corps units and organizations. See Appendix A for descriptive
information.

(2) The designation USMC of single block type, 4 inches high, shall
be centered above the Marine Corps emblem on an arc having a radius of 60
inches. The organization number shall be placed on a line between the crown
of the anchor of the Marine Corps emblem and the lower left corner of the
guidon, and the company designation letter, abbreviated title, or number in a
corresponding position at the lower right of the guidon. When deemed
necessary for explicit identification, the abbreviated designation of an
intermediate organization may be shown directly above the designation of the
parent organization. (See Figures 3-9 through 3-12 for examples of unit and
organization designators).

Figure 3-9.--Guidon Lettering, Standard Company, USMC.

Figure 3-10.--Guidon Lettering, Permanent Detachments, USMC.
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Figure 3-1l1l.--Guidon Lettering, Reserve USMC.

Figure 3~12.--Guidon Lettering, Aviation USMC.
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f. Companies, batteries and permanent detachments that cannot follow the
above patterns without major deviation there from may center their unit
designation, abbreviated or in full, below the Marine Corps emblem. The
placement of unit designations on the guidons within each major command shall
be standardized to the maximum extent. Minor deviations from the above
examples are expected due to unit designations themselves, or as a result of
the organizational structure; however, such exceptions shall be limited
insofar as practicable. (See Figure 3-13.)

—I— & 8 PO

me

Battalion Iy Company l
Designation Designation |«

Figure 3-13.--Guidon Dimensions, Type II, USMC.

g. Guidons procured prior to this publication which do not conform to
the above may be used until replacement is required.

h. A dress guidon made of rayon cloth with fringe and the lettexrs “USMC”
is a marker used to delineate the line of troops, and the line of warch for
ceremonies, and for similar purposes. A dress guidon is authorized for each
organization guidon. (See Figure 3-14.)

Figure 3-14.--Dress Guidon.
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5. STREAMERS
a. General

(1) The honors accorded eligible Marine Corps units will be displayed
as streamers attached to the staff of the unit battle color, organizational
color, or Marine Corps color below the ornament in place of the cord and
tassels normally worn.

(2) In general, only those units authorized the Type III, Class 1
Battle Standard (command designation embroidered on the scroll) will display
award, campaign and/or service streamers. Other color bearing units may
display specifically authorized award streamers.

(3) Units may not display honors earned by subordinate units at a
time when the senior unit did not exist unless the senior unit was created by
a re-designation of the subordinate and is thus the lineal successor.

(4) Authorization for units for display honors earned by subordinate
units when attached to another command will be determined by the Director
Marine Corps History Division (HDR).

Figure 3-15.-~Streamers.

b. Award Streamers

(1) Award streamers may be authorized for the following:

(a) Meritorious service in action for which a unit has been
designated in Secretary of the Navy Instructions, or in official directives
of the Department of the Army or Air Force.

(b) Award of decoration by a foreign government expressly
conferred upon a unit.

(c) Additional awards will be represented by a system of bronze

and silver stars embroidered on the streamer rather than by issue of
additional streamers.
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1. Each bronze star 1nd1cates an. award in addition to the
original represented by the unadorned streamer.

2. A silver star shall indicate five awadrds in addition to
the original award represented by the unadorned streamer and shall be used in
lieu of five bronze stars. .

(2) An award will not be made to a larger unit for actions of one or
more of its component units, unless the larger unit performed as a total team
in a mannér justifying the award.

¢. Campaign and Serxvice Streamefs

_ (1) Campaign and service streamers may be authorized for the
following:

{a) Service in war for which service: medals are authorized.

(b) Participation in campaigns, expeditions; or battles for which
individual medals, ¢itations, and/er‘commendatlons are authorized.

(c) Participation in a campaign or war shall entitle a unit to an
unadorned campaigin or service streamer,

1. Each bronze star indidates participation in a particular
ghgagement or designated phasé of a campaign or war, or a specific battle not
represented by the streamér itself.

2. A silver star shall indicate participdtion in five
particular engagements or designated phases of a campaign or war, or specific
battles, and shall be used in lieu of five bronze stars. Examples of the
devices other than stars that are used to indicate additional awards are the
silver “W” on the Marine Corps Expeditionary Streamer and the oak leaf
cluster on the Joint Meritorious Unit Award, the Army or Air Force
Presidential Unit Citation, and the palms and gilt star on the French Croix
De Guerre., Unless otherwisge directed by the Commandant of the Marine Corps,
however, the system described in subparagraphsg ¢. (1) (a-c) above will apply.

(2) Eligibility for canipaign and service streamers:

(a) In general, the award of campaigh and service streamers will
be limited to units/activities of the Operating Forces. In certain tases, as
determined by the Commandant of the Mariné Corps, campaign and service
Streamers may be awarded to units/activities of the Supporting Establishment.

(b} Any unit will be deemed to hawve participated in combat if it
actually engaged the enemy or if it was stationed in the combat zone or
performed duties, either in the air, at sea, or on the ground, within the
boundaries of the combat zone, at arny time during the designated pericd of
the respective battle or campaign, providing the following criteria are met:

1. Campaign streamers will be credited to an Operating Force

Headquarters when any subordinate element, while so assigned is eredited with
battle participation for which an award is given.
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2, For a division, wing, or higher unit, or security or
supporting act1v1ty with persomnel strength approximating that of a division,
if one-fourth of the separate elements have participated in the action
concerned according to the computations in subparagraphs 3, 4, and 5 below.

3, PFor a regiment, group, or security or supporting activity
with personnel strength approximating that of a regiment, if one-third of its
company units or elements have participated in the engagement, war, ox
campaign concerned.

4, To a battalion, sguadron, or security or supportlng
activity with personnel stiength approximating that of a battalion, if one-
half of its company units or elements have participated in the engagement,
war, oY campaign concerned.

5. To a separate company/battery or security or supporting
activity with personnel strength approximating that of a separate company/
battery, if three-fourths of the unit’s personnel (actual strength) have
participated in the engagement, war, or campaign concerned.

6. To a dombat support or combat service support (aviation
or ground) unit when significant contribution of men and equipment isg
provided in an operation as determined by the Commandant of the Marine Corps.

7. New campaign, service, or award streamers (or stars
representing multiple awards) will be c¢redited auntomatically to the Battle
Color eof the Marine Corps and to the battle standard of the appropriate Fleet
Marine Force, for each award made to a subordinate element. These awards
will be certified automatically by the Director Marine Corps History Divigion
{HDR) upon the certification of the award to the subordinate element.

8. The Commandant of the Marine Corps may from time to time,
authorize certain units, organizations, or activities to hold, carry, and
display a duplicate set of the Battle Color of the Marine Coxps.

9. Marine Corps Junior Reserve'Officers"Training Corps
(MCIJROTC) units which have beenn awarded the Marine Corps Reserve Qfficers’
Association (MCRCA) Award may attach the appropriate streamer to the unit
flag.

6. Silwver Bands

a. Silver bands were authorigzed for use for the Marine Corps on
3 November 1939. They were displayed on the staff of the battle color,
organization color, or Marine Corpg color to augment battle streamers and
inscribed showing battle participation, campaign, expedition, etc. Because
of the problem created by the change in the flag staff, the fixed dimension
of the silver bands, the large number of bands some organizations were
authorized, and the fact that the bands were a duplication of battle
streamers, the awarding of silver bands to units was discontinued on 27 March
1961 and reguisitioning of bands is no longer authorized.
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b. Marine Barracks 8*R and I, as the caretaker of the Marine Coxps Battle
Standard, is the only Marine Corps organization entitled, and authorized to
display silver bands. i

7. Certificates of Unit Honors

a. All eligible color bearing Marine Corps units of battalion or
squadron size and larger will be provided certificates of unit honors which
will reflect:

(1) Unit decorations with action and date(s) earned.
{2) Campaign awards including dates.
(3) Sexvice awards.

b. Certificates of unit honors will be prominently displayed in the unit
headdguarters.

c. Streamers displayed on the unit battle standard or organizational
color will reflect the honors listed in the certificate of unit honotrs.

d. Queries concerning certificates of unit honors should be addressed to
the Director Marine Corps History Division (HDR) .

e. Instructions for Streamer Assembly on Organizational Colors:

(1) A unit authorized organizational colors will commemorate each
award by a display of a streamer on a unit flagstaff.

(2) Streamers will be affixed to the streamer attachment at the top
of the flagstaff below the spearhead or other flagstaff topping (See Figure
3-16) .

(3) The senior streamer will be fastened to the front of the streamer
attachment, followed by the remaining Streamers, in descending order,
clockwise around the attachment.

SPEARHEAD
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8. Administrative Procedures

a. Heraldic items will be requisitioned in accordidnce with the manual
Military Standard Requisitioning and Issue Procedures (MILSTRIP) requisition
instructions_contained in the current edition of reference (d).

b. The Marine Corps Class 1 and 2 standards, will be requisitioned
directly from:

Commanding General (P708),
Marire Corps Logistics Command,
Albany, Georgia 31704-0320.

c. Naticnal colors, recruiting flags, general officer distinguishing
flags, non-Marine Corps flags, pennants, flagstaffs, and distinguishing
plates will be requigitioned from the riormal source of supply ag set forth in
current supply directives.

d. Requisitions for all streamers will be forwarded to Director Marine
Corps History Division {HDR) for authentication of unit entitlement.
Requisitions should be submitted on DD Form 1348 by email to
history.streamers@uismc.mil and should specify correct nomenclature, billing
codes, and the unif degignation for which the streamers are being
requisitioned (the unit which will display streamer). Subseguent to
validation, HDR will forward the requisition to the appropriate supply source
for direct delivery to the regueskting unit.

e. The Military Awards Bfanch (MHM), Headquarters, U.S. Maxine Corps,
will submit DD Form 1348 directly to:

Commanding General (872-3/MAU),
Marine Corps Logigtics Command
Albany, Georgia 31704-9990.

£, Requisitions for str¥reamer set attachments will be forwarded directly
to the Defense Logistits Agency (DLA) .

g. Marine Corps requisition of herdldie items which require commercial
fabrication and special embroidery work requisition time is 90 days for
guidons and 120 days for Type III Class 1 and 2 Standards for manufacturing.

9. Funding. The original procurement of all Marine Corps gource heraldic
items is financed with Marine Corps Stock Fund, requesting organizatiors will
cite on all reguisitions the current appropriation data to be charged for the
items requisitioned.

10. Allowances. Correspendence/requests concerning allowances of heraldic
items will be forwarded to the CG TECOM (HDM) .

11. TUnits EBhtitled to Awards. Units will coordinate with the Director
Marine Corps History Division (HDR) for determination of eligibility for
streamers,
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12. Change in Unit Designation. Upon a change of unit desighation, the
following procedures apply:

a. All flags not containing a command designation will be retained by
the new unit.

b. all flags containing an obsolete command designation will be reported
to the National Museum of the Marine Corps in accordance with the procedures
of subparagraph 13.a., following. Replacement f£lags will be requisitioned in
accordance with the provisions of paragraph 1, preceding.

13. Deactivated Organizations

a. Flags, guidons and other heraldic items of deactivated activities
congidered will be reported to the Registrar, National Museum of the Marine
Corps (NMMC) for appropriate determination of historical significance.
Reports should include the history of each item including its date of
acquisition (See Appendix F). Registrar, NMMC can be reached at 703-784-2608
or DSN: 278-2608. Further contact information can be found at
WWW . usmcmuseum. oxg.

b. The Registrar, NMMC will respond in writing and provide shipping
instructions to the museum, or authorize the unit to turn-in the matexial to
Marine Corps Logistics Command, Albany, Georgia.

c. Marine Corps Logistics Command will inspect items received, under the
provisions, to establish their condition and acceptability ag ready For issue
items. : ' ‘

d. Those items determined to be acceptable as ready for issue will be
directed to the appropriate source of supply. The source of supply
activities will be instructed to take up the items in stores as ready for
issue without additional inspection.

e, All items determined to be not economically repairable or otherwise
not appropriate as a ready for issue item will be disposed of locally by
Marine Corps Logistics Command, Albany, Geoirgia, in accordance with the
instructions of subparagraph 15.c¢., following.

14, §Storage, Preservation and Packaging, and Materials Handling

a. The policies governing storage, preservation and packaging, and ‘
materials handling of heraldic items are as outlined in the current edition
of reference (e).

‘ b. The detailed instructions pertaining to these subjects are contained
in the current edition of reference (f).

15. Repair, Replacement and Disposgition
a. Cleaning of flag type items will be accomplished by a dry-cleaning

service at the local activity level. Washing is authorized if dry-cleaning
- facilities are not available or the dry-cleaning services are inadequate.
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b. Minor repair should be accomplished at the local level to maintain
each item in a ready serviceable condition acceptable by the Government. Any
minor repair work that is done cannot alter specifications of the flag.

Major repairs and modifications are not authorized to be accomplished at the
local level.

¢. 01ld, worn, and unserviceable Marine Corps Battle Standaxds,
Organizational Standards and Guidons will be reported to the National Museum
of the Marine Corps in accordance with the procedures of subparagraph 13.b.,
preceding.

d. Units regquesting to retain a historic flag for display should refer
to reference (g) for guidelines on NMMC loans and unit historical property
records,

16. BSale, Loan, or Private Use of Marine Corps Heraldic Items

a. The private use of official Marine Corps heraldic items is not
authorized except for those distinguishing flags issued to general officers.

~b. U.S. Marine Corps flags and distinguishing plates are for official
Marine Corps use only, and shall not be made available to civilian groups,
organizations, or individuals.

¢. Marine Corps historical heraldic items that are accessioned as
heritage assets by the National Museum of the Marine Corps (NMMC) and may be
displayed at the NMMC, at Marine Corps Command Museums, Marine Corps
activities, Department of Defénse museums, other Federal museums and
qualifying civilian museums in accordance with reference (g).

17. Presentation of Distinguishing Flags. Issuance of distinguishing flags,
personal, for permanent retention by General Officers and retired General
officers, who have served on active duty as General Officers, is authorized,
Regular officers, upon acceptance of their promotion to the grade of General
Officer, and acceptance of promotion within the grade of General Officer will
be issued a flag appropriate to their grade and a notation to this effect
will be inecluded in the official records of the Geneéral Officer concerned.
When issued, these items will be expended from the stock records in '
aceordance with current directives on property accountability,

18. Accessories

a. Flagstaffs. Flagstaffs will be used at all times when displaying or
carrying ceremonial or organizational flags. Flagstaffs and components
authorized for use within the Marine Corps follow. (Automobile flagstaffs
are to be locally manufactured.)
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(1) Flagstaff, colors and standards, 9’6"

Components:

Flagstaff 8/ 9 7/8* W/2 No, 7, 3/4" round head wood screws
Spearhead section

Connector section

Ferrule

(2) Flagstaff, Advertising and Recruiting, 10‘0"

Components:
Flagstaff, 9’ 10 3/8” Ball Halyard

(3) Flagstaff, guidon 80"

Components:

Flagstaff 7' 4 11/16”

Spearhead section

Connector section w/ 1 No. 7, 5/8" wood screw, oval head
Ferrule w/l No. 7, 5/87 wood screw, oval head

b. Flag Cases. Flag cases will be used to cover ceremonial and
organizational flags when being stored or carried on other than for
ceremonial occasions.

¢, Flag 8lings. Flag slings will be used at all times to carry
ceremonial or organizational flags during ceremonies.

19. Automobile and Aircraft Distinguishing Metal Plates (Commandant’s and
General Officers’ (USMC))

a. Motor vehicles and aircraft used by General Officers of the Marine
Corps will be identified by the use of .a vehicle and aircraft distinguishing
plate bearing the Marine Corps emblem and the appropriate General Officer
rank.

b. The Commandant’s plate is composed of sheet metal , painted red. The
plate contains a 3 1/2-inch-diameter Marine Corps emblem with four pyramidal
shaped, silver-colered, 2 7/32-inch-diameter stars. The Generxal Officers’
plate is composed of gheet metal 6 inches wide and 9 inches long, painted
red. The plate contains a 3 1/2-inch-diameter Marine Corps emblem with an
appropriate number of interchangeable, pyramidal shaped, silver-colored, 2
7/32 inch-diametexr stars. ’

©. Distinguishing plates for the Commandant of the Marine Corps and
General Officers will be stocked in the Marine Corps supply system and
procured through normal supply channels. Posts and stations are not
authorized to reproduce distinguishing automobile plates for use by General
Oofficers.
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d. Marine Corps organizations and activities not included in authorized
allowances will request appropriate distinguishing plates to be furnished on
memorandum receipt from the nearest major Marine Corps activity at such time
as an inspection or visit by a General Officer ig scheduled. It will not be
necessary to request distinguishing plates for the Commandant of the Marine
Corps when the Commandant is scheduled to inspect or visit posts or gstations.
Aides to the Commandant of the Marine Corps will carry with them all required
plates, flags, and devices on such trips. Distinguishing plates will not be
requested when vigits or inspections to posts and stations are scheduled by
General or Flag Officers from other branches of service.

e. Distinguishing plates for the Commandant of the Marine Corps and
General Officers will be mounted on the front and rea¥ of official
automobiles as follows: Place vertically as near the center as practicable
with bottom part of plate affixed to upper part of bumper. Brackets or other
suitable means of attachment may be used. When displayed on aircraft the
brackets and plates will be affixed just beneath and on either side of the
cockpit. Distinguishing plates will be covered or removed at times when the
vehicle or aircraft is operated without the presence of the General Officer.

£. Authorization for plates will be on the same basgis as for the
distinguishing flags contained in paragraph 3, above. A set of plates will
be construed to mean three plates, emblems, and six stars. Platesg and
components may be requisitioned separately to meet the load requirements.
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Chapter 4

Miscellaneous

1. Miscellaneous Flags

a. The flag of the United Statés Navy is dark blue material, with yellow
fringe 2 1/2 inches wide. 1In the ceriter of the flag is a device 3 feet 1
inch overall, consisting of the inner pictorial portion of the Seal of the
Department of the Navy {(with the exception that a continuation of the sea has
been substituted for the land area), in its proper colors within a circular
yellow rope edging, all 2 feet 6 inches in diameter above a yellow scroll
inscribed “United States Navy” in dark blue letters,

b. The United Nations flag is blue with the United Nations emblem in the
center. The emblem is one-half the width of the flag.

c. The flag of the Gemeva Convention is a white flag having in the
center a red cross with straight arms of equal length. It is to be used in
time of war with a signatory of that convention. This flag ig authorized for
use in the Marine Corps in two sizes for use as markers to identify medical
installations. The larger, 4 feet on the hoist by 6 feet on the fly, is used
to mark field hospitals; the smaller, 16 inches on the hoist by 27 inches on
the fly, is used to mark battalion and regimental aid stations, and similar
installations.

d. A field hospital guarantine flag of yellow bunting 4 feet on the
hoist by 6 feet on the fly is used to designate a part of the field hospital
under guarantine for epidemic disease.

€. A line or series of sanitary cordon flags of yellow bunting 18 inches
on the hoist by 30 inches on the f£ly is used to demarcate an area placed
under quarantine for epidemic disease.

f. The church pennant will be used as authorized by commanding officers
to designate the time and place of divine sexrvicde, and in the field to
indicate the chaplain’s quarters or office.

g. Recruiting flags are used for purposes of advertiging and public
display at headquarters and offices of the recruiting service.

h. The recruiting flag “E” is used as an award to a recruiting gervice
aectivity for outstanding achievement.

i. A Type I, Class 1, United States flag, lightweight nylon bunting, is
provided to military members on behalf of the Secretary of the Navy upon
active duty members retirement or transfer to the Fleet Marine Corps Reserve
{(FMCR) , per reference (h). Commanders shall present the flag to military
active duty members who are transferred to the retired list of FMCR on or
after 1 Oct 1998, at no cost to the xecipient.
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j. Heat condition flags are required to be flown by each command to
indicate heat conditions for outside activity/training, ete. The flags are
constructed from heavyweight nylon bunting, 70 inches on the fly, 45 inches
on the hoist, conforming to Type I, Class 2 of MIL-F-2692. The following
information applies:

(1) Black Flag, condition 1, temperature 90 degrees plus.
(2} Red Flag, condition 2, tewperature 88-89.9 degrees.
{3) Yellow Flag, condition 3, température 85-87.9 degrees.
(4) Green Flag, condition 4, temperature B0D-84.9 degrees.

k. The Service Flag is a flag with a blue star on a white field within a
red border. The flag includes one star for each immediate family that is
serving in the Armed Forces of the United States during any period of war ox
hostility in which our Armed Forces are engaged. The United States Army,
Institute of Heraldry, manages the Service Flag Program and certifies

commercial storés to manufacture the flag.

2. Distinguishing Flagsé for the President, Vice President, Department of
Defense Officials, Navy Officials, and Navy Flag Officers

a. Certain officials of the United States Government are entitled, by
virtue of their office, to individual flags of rayon or nylon. ({See Appendix
B for details). '

(1) President of the United States. The flag is blue, in the center
is the coat of arms of the President of the United States, encircled with 50
white stars, and trimmed on three edges with a fringe of silver and gold
bullion 2 1/2 inches wide. Cord and tassel are red, white, and blue strands.

{2) Vice Pregident of the United States. The flag is white, with a
blue five-point star in each corner. The viee-presidential coat of arms, in
proper colors, is centered on thée flag. The flag is trimmed on three edges
with a fringe of blue 2 1/ 2 inches wide. Cord and tassels are blue and
white.

(3) Secretary of Defense. The flag is medium blue; in each of the
four corners 1s a 5-pointed white star. The center of the flag displays the
eagle, shield, and arrows from the Seal of the Department of Defense. The
flag is trimmed on three edges with a white fringe 2 1/2 inches wide. Cord
and tassel are medium blue and white.
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{4) Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff. The flag is divided equally by
a diagonal line. The upper part is medium blue and the lower part is white.
In the center of the flag is the eagle, shield, and arrows from the Seal of
the Department of Defense. Four stars are placed diagonally, two white stars
on the medium blue part and two medium blue stars on the white part. The
flag is trimmed on three edges with a fringe of yellow, 2 1/2 inches wide.
Cord and tassel are medium blue and white.

(5) Secretaries of the Navy. These flags are made up in three sizes
See Appendix A.

(6) Navy Flag Officers Distinguishing Flags. These flags are made up
in three sizes (See Appendix A).

b. When the President or one of the above designated officials (or
officials of comparable rank not designated above) visits a ship or station
his flag is displayed from the moment of his arrival until his departure.

¢. The President’s and Vice President’s flage will not be stocked.
Appropriate flags will be provided by advance parties on ¢9cc¢asion of visits
by these dignitaries.

d. Department of Defense, Navy Department, and Navy Flag Officers' flags
(Admiral, Vice Admiral, and Rear Admiral) are authorized for procurement by
the following commands:

(1) Marine Corps Forces Command (MARFORCOM), Marine Corps Forces
Pacific (MARFORPAC) .’

(2) Marine Corps Bage, Camp Lejsune.

(3) Marine Corps Base, Camp Pendleton

(4) Marine Corps Combat Development and Integration, Quantico.

(5) Marine Corps Recruit Depot, Parris Island.

(6) Marine Corps Recruit Depot, San Diego.

(7} Marine Barracks, Washington, D.C.

€. Marine Corps commands having a regquirement for any of the flags

mentioned in subparagraph d, above, will obtain them on loan basis from one
of the above listed commands or the cognizant Naval District headguarters,

whichever is woreée convenient.

£. It is not the policy of this headquarters to autherize personal flags
other than those mentioned in subparagraph 2.d., above.

4-3 Enclosure (1)



MCO 10520.3
06 Nov 2013

3. Senior Executive Service. DoD civilian officials are authorized use of
the Office of Personnel and Management-approved SES flag, if they are
appointed into the SES in accordance with reference (i). Officials serving in
SES positions that are detailed or acting, and are not appointed to the SES,
are not authorized use of the SES flag.

Figure 4-1.--Senior Executive Service

4. Carrying Flags of Foreign Nations and Non-Military Organization. Marine
Corps personnel may carry flags of foreign nations in official civil
ceremonies when an official of the nation concerned is present in his
official capacity and is one for whom honors normally would be rendered. 1In
this capacity the flag of the foreign nation will be carried by a separate
color guard (normally three Marines). This color guard will be preceded by a
Marine Corps color guard during the ceremony. In all other public events or
ceremonies, Marine Corps personnel in uniform and in an official capacity are

not authorized to carry flags of foreign nations, veterans groups, or other
nonmilitary organizations.
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NOMENCLATURE AND NATIONAL ITEM IDENTIFICATION NUMBER LISTING

National Colors and Ensign

Nomenclature

NIIN

Flag, Natiomal, w/ cord and tassel

00-656-1451

Flag, National Ensign; Garrison

00-656-1441

Flag, National Ensign, Post

00-656-1438

00-656-1436

Flag, National Ensign, Storm

Mariné Corps Standards

Nomenclature Fly Hoist NIIN
Organizational Standard, USMC 4,16 2.83 01-268-8226
Organizational Standard, Command 8.41 5.58 01-281-5500

Guidon

Nomenclature Fly | Hoist NIIN
Guidon, Organizational 2.33 1.83 00-262-3703
Dress Guidon, USMC, w/ gold fringe 1.58 1.50 00-249-6252

General Officer Flags

Nomenclature Designation Fly | Hoist NIIN
Flag, Personal Brigadier General 4.33 3.0 00-634-2415
Flag, Personal Major General 4.33 3.0 00-634-2414
Flag, Personal Lieutenant General 4.33 3.0 00-634-2413
Flag, Personal General 4.33 3.0 00-634-2412
Flag, Personal Commiandant, USMC 4.33 3.0 00-634-2411
Flag, Headguarters | Brigadier General 4.33 3.0 00-249-6215
Flag, Headquarters | Major General 4.33 3.0 00-249-6235
Flag, Headquarters | Lieutenant General 4.33 3.0 00-249-6230
Flag, Headgquarters | General 4,33 3.0 00-477-6401
Flag, Headquarters | Commandant, USMC 4.33 3.0 00-249-6220
Flag, Ceremonial Brigadier General 4.33 3.0 00-249-6216
Flag, Ceremonial Major General 4.33 3.0 00-249-6236
Flag, Ceremonial Lieutenant General 4.33 3.0 00~249-6231
Flag, Ceremonial General 4,33 3.0 00-477-6402
Flag, Ceremonial Commandant, USMC 4,33 3.0 00-249-6221
Flag, Automobile Brigadier General 4.33 3.0 00-105-6371
Flag, Automobile Major General 4.33 3.0 00-105-6370
Flag, Automobile Lieutenant General 4.33 3.0 00-105-6368
Flag, Automobile Genéral ' 4.33 3.0 00-477-6400
Flag, Automobile Commandant , USMC 4.33 3.0 00-105-6369
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NOMENCLATURE AND NATIONAL: ITEM IDENTIFICATION NUMBER LISTING CONTINUED

Navy Flags
Nomenclature Fly Hoist NIIN
Flag, Department of Navy 5.50 - 4.33 00-684-8733
Flag, Secretary of the Navy 5.08 - 3.58 00-237-4502
Flag, Secretary of the Navy 2.67 1.89 00-178-8682
Flag, Secretary of thé Navy 1.25 1.00 00-237-4549
Flag, Assistant Sécretary of the Navy 5.08 3.58 00-237-4543
Flag, Assistant Secretary of the Navy 2.67 1.89 00-237-4544
Flag, Asgistant Secretary of the Navy 1.25 1.00 00-237-4551
Flag, Under Secretary of the Navy 5.08 3.58 00-233-2994
Flag, Under Secretary of the Navy 2.67 1.89 00-233-2995
Flag, Under Secretary of the Navy 1.25 1.00 00-237-4550
Executive Flags
Nomenclature Fly Hoist NIIN
President of the United States
5.50 4.33 00-753~3092
Vice Pregident of the United States 5.50 4.33 00-826-5800
Secretary of Defenge 4.00 3.00 00-247-0434
Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff 4,00 3.00 00-247-0426

Accegsories and Components

Nomenclature

NIIN

Spearhead, Guidon {replacement)

00-386-3780

Ferrule, Guidon (replacement)

00-377-6787

Spearhead, Connector (replacement)

00-386-3779

Flagstaff, Guidon, two-piece w/ spearhead

00-214-9125

Attachment Set, Streamer, Chrome, 15 hole

00-082~2328

Attachment Set, Streamer, Chrome, 18 hole

00-163-1251

Cord and Tassel, National Colors

00-262-3723

Cord and Tassel, Scarlet and Gold, USMC

D0-298-7270

Flagstaff, Colors, two-piece w/ spearhead

00-214-9123

Case, Flag, Plastic, Internment 00-782-3010
Case, Flag, 70" X 7” 00-178-8492
Case, Flag, 54" X 7” 00-178-8495

Sling, Flagstaff, White, Webbing

00-059-7985

8ling, Flagstaff, White, Leather

- 00-291-1670

Sling, Flagstaff, Green, Webbing

00-250-0919

Flag Cases
Nomenclature NIIN
Case, Flag, Plastic, Internment 00-782-3010
Case, Flag, 70 X 7” 00-178-8492
Case, Flag, 547 X 17 00-178-842%5
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NOMENCLATURE AND NATIONAL ITEM IDENTIFICATION NUMBER LISTING CONTINUED

Flag Slings
Nomenclature NIIN
Sling, Flagstaff, White, Webbing 00-059-7995
Sling, Flagstaff, White, Leather 00-291-1670
Sling, Flagstaff, Green, Webbing 00-250-0919

Automobile and Aircraft Distinguishing Metal Plates

Nomenclature Designation NIIN
Distinguishing Plate, Automobile Commandant, USMC 00-292-9414
Distinguighing Plate, Automobile General 00-292-9415

United Nations Flags

Nomenclature Fly Hoist NIIN
Flag, United Nations 4.16 2.83 00-263-2539
Flag, United Nations 8.41 5.58 00-263-2537
Flag, United Nations 9.0 6.0 00-355-4829

Red Cross Flags
Nomenclature NIIN
Flag, Red Cross, Field Hospital 00-247-0398
Flag, Red Cross, BAS & Ambulance 00-247-0397
Religious Flags
Nomenclature Fly Hoist _ NIIN
Flag, Jewish Chapel 5.50 4.33 01-155-8892
Flag, Christian Chapel 5.50 4.33 00-826-5800
Flag, Jewish Chapel 4.00. 3.00 00-262-2405
Flag, Christian Chapel 4,00 3.00 00-262-2404
Flag, Field, Chaplain 3,00 2.00 01-467-4334
Flag, Field, Jewish Chaplain 3.00 2.00 00-245-2795
Flag, Field, Christian Chaplain 3.00 2.00 00-245-2796
Heat Condition Flags
Nomenclature NIIN
Flag Set, Heat Condition (all 4 flags) 01-237-4073
Heat Condition Flag, Black (replacement) 01-237-4077
Heat Condition Flag, Red (replacement) 01-237-4078
Heat Condition Flag, Yellow (replacement) 01~237-4079
Heat Condition Flag, Green (replacement) 01-237-4080
Senior Executive Sexwvice Flag
Nomenclature Web-site

Senior Executive Service

http://www.geniorexecs.org/
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APPENDIX B
GLOSSARY OF TERMS

Battle Color. See Battle Standard.

Battle Color of the Marine Coxps. See Battle Standard of the Marine Corps.

Battle Standard, The term “Battle Standard” refers to the distinguishing
organizational flag authorized E£or CMC Approved Command Slated Billets,
bearing the title of a designated unit on the scroll.

Battle Standard of the Marine Corps. A Marine Corps color, known as “The
Battle Standard of the Marine Corps” and bearing the battle streamers
authoriged for the Maxine Corps as a whole, shall be kept at the Marine Barracks,
Washington, D.C,

Color. The term “eolor” applies to a national flag or a unit or organization
distinguishing flag carried by dismounted elements. It also applies to the
distinguishing flag of comparable size, normally of rayon, authorized for eertain
high civilian and military officials; however, the term “color” will not be used
in reference to personal distinguishing flags of Marine Corps officers.

Ensign. The term “ensign’ refers to a flag displayed on board ships of the Navy
and at Navy and Marine commands ashore.

Flag. The termm “flag” is & general term and is applicable regardless of size,
relative proportions, or manner of display. The fly of a flag is its length
measured horizontally; the hoist of a flag is its width measured vertically.

Flag of the United States. The term “Flag of the United States” shall include
any flag, standard, colors, ensign, or any picture or repregentation of
either, of any part or parts of either, made of any substance or represented
- on any substance, of any sigze evidently purporting toé be either of said flag,
standard, colors, or ensign of the United States of America, or a picture or a
representation of either, upon which shall be shown the colors, the stars and
the stripes, in any number of either thereof, or of any part or parts of
either, by which the average persdson seeing the same without deliberation may
believe the safe to represent the flag, standards, colors, or ensign of the
United States of America.

Guidon. A guidon is a small rectangular flag carried by companies, batteries, and
comparable units as a unit marker and for other purpcses. Army and Navy
guidons are swallow-tailed. .

Marine Corps Color. The term “Marine Corps Color” in general application,
refers to the type of distinguishing flag authorized for elements of the
Marine Corps and, in specific application, to the distinguishing flag
authorized for designated elements of the Marine Corps other than those
defined simply as “ensign” or “guidon.”
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GLOSSARY OF TERMS CONTINUED

Mast. The term “mast” as used herein applies to a fixed shaft from which a
flag is displayed.

National Ensign. The term “National Ensign” refers to the naticnal flag displayed
on board ships of the Navy and at Navy and Marine commands ashore.

National Flag. The texrm “National Flag” may be applied to the flag of the
United States regardless of size or manner of display.

Organizational Standard. The term “Organizaticnal Standard” (“Organizational
Color”) refers to the distinguishing flag authorized for Operating Forces or
designated organization of the Supporting Establishment.

Pennant. A pennant is a small triangular flag, the fly end of which may be
truncated or swallow tailed.

Silver Band. A silver band is a narrow band of silver metal, affixed to the
staff of a standard, recording by appropriate inscription the battle
participation, campaign, expedition, or award signified by a streamer.

Staff. The term “staff’ as used herein applies to the shaft from which a flag
carried by troops is displayed,

Standard. The term “standard” originally applied to a flag carried by mounted,
mechanized, motorized, or aviation units of the Operating Forces.. Modern usage
refers to a flag of the type described in Chapter 3, carried by both Operating
Forces and Supporting Establishment.

Streamer. A streamer is a long, narrow, swallow-tailed ribbon displayed
attached to the staff of a battle color or gtandard, below the ornament, to
signify a battle, campaign, or expedition in which a unit participated or an
award to a unit for outstanding performance of duty.
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APPDENIX C

_ THE STAR-SPANGLED BANNER
(THE NATIONAL ANTHEM OF THE UNITED STATES BY ACT OF CONGRESS, MARCH 3, 1931)

Ch, say, can you see, by the dawn’s early light,

What so proudly we hailed at the twilight’s last gleaming?
Whose broad stripes and bright stars, thro’ the perilous fight,
0’er the ramparts we watched were so gallaritly streaming.
And the rodkets’ red glare, the bombs bursting in air.
Gave proof through the night that our flag was still there.
Oh, say does that Star-Spangled Barnner yet wave
O'er the land of the free and the home of the brave.

On the shore dimly seen, thro' the mists of the deep,
Where the foe’s haughty host in dread silence reposes,
What is that which the breeze, o'er the towering steep,
As it fitfully blows, half conceals, half discloses?
Now it catches the gleéam of the morning’s first beam,
In full glory reflected, now shines -on the stream;
‘Tis the Star-Spangled Banner; oh; long may it wave
O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave.

Oh, thus be it ever when freenen shall stand,
Between their loved home and the war’s desolation;
Blest with vict’'ry and peace, may the heav’/n-rescued land
Praise the Power that has made and presexved us a nation.
Then conguer we must, when our cause it is just,
And this be our motto: “In God is ouxr trust,”

And the Star-Spangled Banner in triumph shall wave
O’er thé land of the free and the home of the brave.

Francis Scott Key
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APPENDIX D

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
(APPROVED BY ACT OF CONGRESS, DECEMBER 22, 1942 AND AMENDED ON JUNE 14, 1954)

*I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America and to the
Republic for which it stands, one Nation under God, indivisible, with liberty
and justice for all.”

Frances Bellamy
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APPENDIX E
THE MARINES’ HYMN

From the Halls of Montezuma,

To the shores of Tripoli;

We fight our country’s battles

In the air, on land, and sea;

First to fight for right and freedom

And to keep our honor clean;

We are proud to claim the title of
UNITED STATES MARINES.

Our flag’'s unfurled to every breeze
From dawn to getting sun;
We have fouglit in every ¢lime and place
Where we could take a gun;
In the snow of fax off northern lands
And in sunny tropic scenes;
You will find us always on the job

THE UNITED STATES MARINES.

Here’s health to you and to our Corps

Which we are proud to serve;

In many a strife we’'ve fought for life

And never lost our nerve;

If the Army and the Navy

Ever look on Heaven’'s scenes;

They will £ind the #treetg are guarded by
UNITED STATES MARINES.
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APPENDIX F

MARINE CORPS WAR MEMORIAL

Iwo Jima put Marine courage and skill to the supreme test. In 26 days of
relentless assault beginning 19 February 1945, the gallant 3d, 4th, and 5th
Marine Divisions crushed fierce enemy resistance and captured this vital base
along the last miles to Japan. The famous flag rising on Iwo Jima occurred
on 23 February 1945.
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APPENDIX G
HISTORICAL FLAG REPORT AND REQUEST FOR DISPOSITION LETTER
{Organization Letterhead)
5750
Office Code
Date
From: Commanding Officer :
To: Registrar, National Museum of the Marine Corps, 2014 Anderson Ave.,
Quantico, VA 22134-5002
Subj: REPORT OF USMC COLORS
Ref: (a) MCO P10520,3C
{b) MCO P4400.150F
{(c) MCO 5750.1H
1. Provide number and type of flags being reported {(USMC Staridard,; National
Colors, Streamers, Guidons). Pledse neote units intentions {(turn in,
retention, destruction} for the flags ard please provide reason (change in

unit designation, unit deployment, etc.).

2. Report significance of flags (date obtained, where obtained,
background/provenance) .

3. Report physical condition of flags. Attach images of all flags being
reported.

4. Provide a unit/organization point of contact {include telephone, e-mail).

Signature
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